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1 . A compound according to fomiula (I) hereinbelow: 
The present invention thus provides compounds of the general formula (I) 

H 

N H-^^ 
and physiologically acceptable salts wherein, 

R' is represents a group selected from Ci^ alkyl optionally substituted by a group 
selected from the group consisting of optionally substituted phenyl, Ca-ycycloalkyl, 
heteroaryl, heterocyclyl, NH2, R^R^, acylamino, hydroxy, CONR^R^, NR*COR^ 

10 SO2NRV, NR''S02R^ OalkNRV, or SalkNR^R^ group, phenyl optionally 
substituted with OC]^ alkyl optionally substituted by a group selected from the 
group consisting of optionally substituted phenyl, Cs-Tcycloalkyl, heteroaryl, 
heterocyclyl, NH2, R^R^, acylamino, hydroxy, CONR''R^ NR'*COR^ S02NR'*R^ 
NR'*S02R^ OalkNR''R^ or SalkNR'*R^ group, heteroaryl optionally substituted by a 

15 group selected from optionally substituted phenyl, C3.7cycloalkyl, heteroaryl, 

heterocyclyl, NH2, R^R^. acylamino, hydroxy, CONRV, NR'^COR^ S02NR''R^ 
NR''S02R^ OalkNR''R^ or SalkNR'*R' group, heterocyclyl, NH2, NHCH2CH(CH3)2. 
NH(CH2)2C(CH3)3, NHCH(CH3)2, NH(CH2)2CH(CH3)2, NHCHiaryl, acylamino, 
hydroxy, C0NR'*R', NR'^COR^ S02NR''R^ NR''S02R'), heteroaryl, cycloalkyl, 

20 cycloalkylalkyl, heterocyclyl; 

R^ represents hydrogen, F, CI, Br, I, Ci^ alkyl optionally substituted by a group 
selected from the group consisting of optionally substituted phenyl, C3.7cycloalkyl, 
heteroaryl, heterocyclyl, NH2, R'*R^, acylamino, hydroxy, CO2R*, CONR'*R^ 
NR'*C0R^NR'•CSR^ S02NR'*R^ NR^SC^R'. OalkNR'*R' optionally substituted 

25 phenyl, heteroaryl, heterocyclyl, CONR''R^ S02NR''R^ NR^R*, S(0)„R^ 

R' and R^, independently, represent a group selected from hydrogen, Ci^ alkyl, C3.7 
cycloalkyl wherein R' and R* can be tied into a ring; 
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R"* and R^, independently, represent a group selected from hydrogen, Ci^ alkyl, C3-7 
cycloalkyl, C3-7 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl, aralkyl, heteroaryl, heteroarylalkyl, 
heterocyclyl or heterocyclylalkyl; 
nis 0, l,or2; and 
5 alk is a €2^ straight or branched alkylene chain. 

2. A compound according to claim 1 selected from the group consisting of: 
4-(l-Ethyl-7-{[3-(methyloxy)phenyl]tWo}-l/f-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl)-f^ 

3- aniine; 

10 Phenylmethyl4-({4-[2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)-l/f-imidazo[4,5-c]pyri^ 
yl]phenyl} oxy)- 1 -piperidinecarboxylate; 

4- [l-(4-{[(2-Methyl-l,3-tWazol-4-yl)methyl]oxy}phenyl)-l/f-imid^^ 
c]pyridin-2-yl]-furazan-3-amine; 

4-{ 1 -[4.({ [2-(4.Chlorophenyl)-l ,3-thia2ol-4.yl]methyl}oxy)phenyl]-l//. 
1 5 imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl}-furazan-3-amine; 

4-[l-(4-{[(5-Phenyl-l,2,4-oxadiazol-3-yl)methyl]oxy}phenyl)-l/f-imidazo[4^ 
c]pyridin-2-yl]-fiirazan-3-amine; 

4-[l-(4-{[(5-Methyl0.isoxazolyl)methyl]oxy}phenyl)-l/f-iniidazo[4,5^^^ 
yl]-ftu:azan-3 -amine; 
20 4-[l-(4-{[(Methylsulfonyl)methyl]oxy}phenyl)-l/f.unidazo[4,5-c^ 
furazan-3-amine; 

2-(4-Aniino-furazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-JV^[4-(methyloxy)phenyl]-l//-imid^^ 
c]pyridin-7-amine; 

2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-A^-(4-piperidinybiiethyl)-l/f-imidazo[^ 
25 c]pyridine-7-sulfonamide; 

4-(7- { [4-( Aminomethyl)- 1 -piperidinyl]sulfonyl } - 1 -ethyl- 1 /f-imidazo [4,5 -c]pyridin- 
2-yl)-furazan-3-amine; 

4-[l-Ethyl-7-(l-piperazinylsulfonyl)-l/f-imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-fiirazan-3- 
amine; 

30 2-(4-Amino-ftirazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-iV-4-piperidinyl-l/r-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridine-7- 
sulfonamide; 
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2-(4- Amino-£urazan-3-y 1)- 1 -ethy -pyrrolidiny 1- 1 //-im 
sulfonamide; 

A^-(rra«5-4-Aminocyclohexyl)-2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)-l-eA^^ 
c]pyridine-7-sulfonamide; 
5 4-(7-{[(3/?)0-Amino-l-pyn:olidinyl]sulfonyl}-l-ethyl-l/A^ 
yl)-furazan-3-amine; 

2<4-Amino-fura2an-3-yl)-l-ethyl-iSr-(phenylmethyl)-lf^^ 
sulfonamide; 

N- { [4-(Aminomethyl)cyclohexyl]methyl} -2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)-l -ethyl-1 if- 
1 0 imidazo[4,5-c]pyridine-7-sulfonaniide; 

2.(4- { [2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)- 1 -ethyl- 1 /f-imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin-7-yl]sulfonyl> - 
1 -piperazinyl)ethanoI; 

A'^(2-AminoethyI)-2-(4-amino-ftu:azan"3-yl)-l-ethyl-lff-in^^ 
sulfonamide; 

15 4-{l-EthyI-7-[(4-methyl-l-pipera2inyl)sulfonyl]-l//-imidazo[4,5-c^^ 
furazan-3-amine; 

4-[({[2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-l/f-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridm^ 
yl]sulfonyl}amino)methyl]benzoic acid; 
2-(4-Amino-fiu:azan-3-yl>l-ethyl-iV-[3-(methylamino 
20 c]pyridine-7-sulfonamide; 

2-(4-Amino-fu^azan-3-yl>^^(3-aminopropyl)-l-ethyl-lf^^ 
sulfonamide; 

iV^(4-Aminobutyl)-2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)- 1 -ethyM/f-imida2o[4,5-c]pyridine-7- 
sulfonamide; 

25 4-[l-(l-MethyI-l,23,4-tetrahydro-7-isoquinolinyl)-l/f-imidazo[4 
furazan-3 -amine; 

4-[l-Ethyl-7-(2-pyridinylthio)-l//-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-furaza^ 
1 , 1 -Dimethylethyl (3/?)-3-[({ [2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)- 1 -ethyl- 1 i/-imidazo[4,5- 
c]pyridin-7-yl]carbony 1 } amino)methyl]- 1 -pyrrolidinecarboxy late; 
3 0 7V-[2-( { 4-[2-(4-Amino-fura2an-3-yl)- 1 //-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin- 1 - 
yl]phenyl}oxy)ethyl]-A/-methylgIycine; 
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1 , 1 -Dimethylethy 1 (35)-3 - [( { [2-(4-amino-furazan-3 -yl)- 1 -ethyl- 1 if-imidazo[4,5- 
c]pyridin-7-yl]carbonyl}amino)niethyl]-l-pyrrolidinecarboxylate; 
4-(l-{4-[(l-MethylO-pyiTolidinyl)oxy]phenyl}-lif-imidazo[4,5-^^ 
furazan-3-amine; 

5 4-[ 1 -Ethyl-7-(4-pyridinylthio)- l/f-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-ft^ 

1,1-Dimethylethyl 4-({4-[2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)-l//-imida2o[4,5-c]p^^ 
yl]phenyl} oxy)- 1 -piperidinecarboxylate; 

4-(l-Ethyl-7-{[4.(methyIoxy)phenyl]sulfinyl}.l/f-imidazo[4,5-c] 
fiirazan-3-amine; 

1 0 2-(4-Ammo-furazan-3-yl)-Ar-[2-(2-chlorophenyl)-2-(dimediyl^^ 1 -ethyl- 

1 ^-imidazo [4,5 -c]pyridine-7-carboxamide; 
2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-7/-[4-(dimethylamino)butyl]-l-^^ 
c]pyridine-7-carboxaniide; 

4-[ 1 -Ethyl-7-( 1 -pyrrolidinyl)- 1 //-imidazo [4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-furazan-3-amine; 
1 5 ({4-[2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-li/-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-l -yl]pheny 
acid; 

lJ-Dimethylethyl({4-[2-(4-ammo-furazan-3-yl)-li/-imi^^ 
yl]phenyl} oxy)acetate; 

4-{ l-[4-(4-Piperidinyloxy)phenyl]- l/^imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-^ 
20 amine; 

4- {7-[3-( 1 -Aminoethyl)phenyl]- 1 -ethyl- 1 i/-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridm-2-yl}-furazan-3- 
amine; 

2-(4-Amino-fiirazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-7\^[(35)-3-pyiTolidinylmethyl]-l^ 
c]pyridine-7-carboxainide; 
25 2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-A^-[(3i?)-3-pyn-oiidinyhnethyl]-l/A^^^ 
c]pyridine-7-carboxamide; 

2-(4-Amino-ftira2an-3-yl)-l-ethyl-//-(tetrahydro-2^-pyran-4-yl)-l/^ 
c]pyridine-7-carboxamide; 

N- { [3-(Aminomethyl)cyclohexyl]methyl } -2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)- 1 -ethyl- 1 
3 0 imida2o[4,5-c]pyridine-7-carboxamide; 

4-[({[2-(4.Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l-ethyl-l/f.imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin^ 
yl]carbonyl}amino)methyl]benzoic acid; 
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2-(4-Ajnino-furazan-3-yl>A^[4-(diethylamino)-l -methylbutyl]-! -ethyl-l//- 
imidazo[4,5-c]pyriciine-7-carboxamide; 

2-(4- Amino-furazan-3 -y 1)- 1 -ethy l-iST- {2-[4-(methy loxy)phenyl]-2-phenylethyl }-!//• 

imidazo[4,5-<;]pyridine-7-carboxamide; 
5 A^[2-({4-[2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l/f-iinidazo[4,5-c^ 

yI]phenyl}oxy)ethyl]-iV-methylacetamide; 

i\^[2-({4-[2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l//-imidazo[4,5-c^ 

yl]phenyl}oxy)ethyl]-iV-methylmethanesuIfonamide; 

iV^[2-({4-[2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)-l/f4midazo[4,5-c]pyri 
1 0 yljphenyl } oxy)ethyl]-Ar-phenylurea; 

JV^[2-( {4-[2-(4- Amino-flurazan-3-yl> 1 K-imidazo[^ 

yl]phenyl} oxy)ethyl]-A^-ethylurea; 

Methyl [4-({4-[2-(4-ammo-fmazan-3-yl>l//-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-l - 
yl]phenyl} oxy)- 1 -piperidinyl]acetate; 
1 5 4-[l -(4- {[2-(Phenylamino)ethyl]oxy }phenyl)-l //-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin^^ 
furazan-3 -amine; 

[4-({4-[2-(4-Ammo-fura2an-3 -y 1)- 1 /f-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin- 1 -yljphenyl} oxy)- 1 - 
piperidinyl]acetic acid; 

1- {[2-(4-Amiho-fura2an-3-yl)-l-ethyl-li/-iinidazo[4,^ 
20 piperidinamine; 

2- (4- { [2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-yl)- 1 -ethyl- 1 iy-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-7-yl]carbonyl} - 
1 -pipera2inyl)ethanol; 

N'(A' { [2-(4-Amino-furazan-3-y I)- 1 -ethyl- 1 if-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-7- 
yl]thio}phenyl)acetamide; 
25 iV-(4- { [2-(4-Amino-furazan-3 -y I)- 1 -ethyl- 1 //-inudazo[4,5-c]pyridin-7 - 
y 1] sulfinyl } pheny l)acetamide; 

4-[7- { [(35)-3-Amino- 1 -pyrrolidinyl]carbonyl} - 1 -(4- { [2- 

(dimethylamino)ethyl]oxy}phenyl)-li/-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-furazan-^ 

amine; 

30 1 - { [2-(4-Amino-fura2an-3-yl)- 1 -ethyl- 1 //-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-7-yl]carbony 1 } -4- 
piperidinecarboxamide; 
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44 1 -(4-{ [2-(Dimethylamino)ethyl]oxy}phenyl)-7-(l -pyiTolidinylc^ 
imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-fura2an-3-aiiiine; 

[(3S)-3 - Amino- 1 -pyrrolidinyl]carbonyl } - 1 -phenyl- 1 //-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin- 
2-yl)-fura2an-3-aniine; 
5 4-[ 1 -Phenyl-7-(l -pyiTolidinylcarbonyl)- l/f-miidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl]-£u - 
amine; 

4,(l.{4.[(33.Dimethylbutyl)amino]phenyl}-l/f-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-y 
furazan-3-amine; 

4-(l -{4-[(2-Methyipropyl)amino]phenyl} - l//-imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yi)-furazan- 
10 3-amine; 

4-( 1 - {4-[( 1 -Methylethyl)amino]phenyl} - 1 //-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl)-fiirazan-3- 
aihine; 

4-(l-{4-[(3-Methylbutyl)aniino]phenyl}-l/^-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl^ 
amine; 

15 4-( 1 - {4-[(Phenylmethyl)amino]phenyl } - 1 /Mmidazo [4,5-c]pyridin-2-yl)-furazan-3- 
amine; 

4-[2-(4-amino-ftirazan-3-yl)- 1 H-imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin-l -yl]-N-methylbenzamide; 
4-[2-(4-amino-furazan-3-yl)- 1 H-imidazo[4,5-c]pyridin- 1 -yl]-N-(l - 
methylethyl)benzamide; 
20 4- { 1 -[4-( 1 -pyrrolidinylcarbonyl)phenyl] - 1 H-imidazo[4,5 -c]pyridin-2-yl } -furazan-3- 
amine; and 

4-[2-(4-anuno-furazan-3-yl)- 1 H-imida2o[4,5-c]pyridin- 1 -yl]benzamide. 

3. A method of inhibiting Rho-kin£ises comprising administering to a subject in 
25 need thereof a safe and effective amount of a compoimd according to claim 1 . 

4. A method according to claim 3 wherein the disease is selected from the 
group consisting of: 

hypertension, chronic and congestive heart failure, ischemic angina, cardiac 
30 hypertrophy and fibrosis, restenosis, chronic renal failure, atherosclerosis, asthma, 
male erectile dysfunctions, female sexual dysfunction and over-active bladder 
syndrome, stroke, multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's disease, 
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amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, inflammatoiy pain, rheumatoid arthritis, irritable 
bowel syndrome, inflanunatory bowel disease, Crohn's diseases, indications 
requiring neuronal regeneration, inducing new axonal growth and axonal rewiring 
across lesions within the CNS, spinal cord injury, acute neuronal injury, Parkinsons 
5 disease, Alzheimers disease, cancer, tumor metastasis, viral and bacterial infection, 
insulin resistance and diabetes. 

5. A method according to claim 4 wherein the disease is selected from the 
group consisting of: 

10 hypertension, chronic and congestive heart failure, ischemic angina, asthma, 

male erectile dysfunction, female sexual dysfunction, stroke, inflammatory bowel 
diseases, spinal cord injury, glaucoma and tumor metastasis. 

6. A method according to claim 4 wherein the disease is selected from the 

1 5 group consisting of: 

hypertension, chronic and congestive heart failure and ischemic angina. 

7. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to claim 1 
and a suitable carrier. 

20 
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